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My heart and prayers go 
out to all of our members 
that were affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. Please, 
please let me  know how 
you are doing and how 
the members of NALS 
Region 4 can help 

=========== 
WOW!!!  I now know 
where history lives and it 
is in Charleston, SC.   
 
Our conference began 
on Friday morning with 
an “All You Need to 
Know About Certification 
and MS Word” session.  
This was a session for the 
members who originally 
wanted to take 
advantage of the 
certification cram course 
that we ended up not 
having because we only 
had one individual sitting 
for the ALS exam in 
Region 4 that did not 
attend the conference.  
We were able to give her 
the exam before the 
conference began, 
which freed up Friday 
morning for an extra CLE 
session.  This was a great 
session because we had 
one attendee who was 
interested in becoming 
certified and the 
questions and comments 
was just what she 
needed and the others 
found the MS Word 
session to be great 
because it focused on 
the transition from 
WordPerfect to Word.  
This proved to be a great 
session.   

A few of the conference 
attendees and their 
spouses, decided to 
take advantage of the 
Carolina FoodPros.  
From what I heard, it 
was great as far as a 
walking tour was 
concerned; but, left 
them wondering why it 
was billed as a cuisine 
tour.   
 
We gathered Friday 
evening for the early 
registration and meet 
and greet.  This turned 
out to be a really nice 
“get to know each 
other” evening.  Just 
about the majority of 
the attendees showed 
up for the early 
registration.  After 
everyone had time to 
eat the light 
cheese/crackers, 
chocolate dipped 
strawberries, nuts and 
punch, we began by 
having everyone tell 4, 
5, or 6 things about 
themselves (based on 
what number they 
pulled from the cup) 
and us getting to know 
them better.  Then we 
decided to see what we 
could find on our 
scavenger hunt.  This is 
where we found out 
that we really carry a lot 
of “junk” or not, in our 
purses.  Somewhere 
among everyone, we 
were able to come up 
with a screw driver, 
tweezers, measuring 

tape, red ribbon, 1961 
and 1979 penny, $2 bill, 
a quarter from every 
state in our region 
except Tennessee, 
toothpick, and a 
charge slip over $200.  
This wasn’t all that we 
came up with; but, the 
oddest items.  Then we 
ended with finding two 
people that we didn’t 
know and discovered 
10 things about that 
them that we had in 
common.  The majority 
of the attendees 
humored me and 
played the ice breakers. 
I thought this would be 
a great addition 
because so many of us 
do not know our own 
Region 4 members and 
this was a way to get to 
meet each other.   
 
After the early 
registration, many of us 
went to dinner and 
enjoyed the evening.  I 
don’t think we could 
have planned to be in a 
better location than the 
DoubleTree Guest 
Suites.  We were smack 
in the middle of 
everything.  You didn’t 
have to drive anywhere, 
if you didn’t want to, for 
the entire weekend.  
 
Saturday morning 
began with an 
extended continental 
breakfast and into our 
morning speakers. 
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Gedney M. Howe III was a true 
Charlestonian treat.  He let us know 
that “knowledge was the best thing 
to have”, encouraged us to “be 
indispensable to our bosses” and 
that there “is no interest like self-
interest.”  He left an impression with 
the attendees because they felt he 
was an entertaining, outstanding, 
fantastic, excellent, wonderful (to 
name a few) speaker.   
 
Yes, another true Charlestonian 
treat was John Hamilton Smith.  He 
so wonderfully took ethics and 
made it interesting.  He used to be 
a judge, so he would from time to 
time switch to some of his “bench” 
stories, which were great.  He 
impressed upon us how important it 
was to proof-read or you may get 
embarrassed.  He read a piece 
where an attorney misused the 
word “cucumber” instead of 
“encumber” when making a 
response.  He left an impression as 
well with the attendees because 
they enjoyed his personality and 
delightful anecdotes, thought he 
was interesting and an excellent 
speaker who did a wonderful job of 
keeping everyone’s interest on 
ethics. 
 
Amy Harrell then spoke to everyone 
about environmental law.  I can’t 
tell you much on her session 
because I was busy trying to reprint 
some more foundation raffle 
tickets!!  But, from the surveys, they 
found her government alphabet 
soup to be informative.  This is 
where she talked  about the various 
acronyms associated with 
environmental law and explained 
what each one meant and gave 
examples.  The attendees felt she 
was an excellent and 
knowledgeable speaker for an 
otherwise boring topic.  
 
Then we actually had a sit-down 
lunch.  Which, initially I thought I 
had scheduled too much time 
because attendees were 
beginning to leave and take a 
break from eating and socializing 
for an hour.  I was afraid that they 
wouldn’t return for the final speaker 
of the day. But, was I wrong!!   
 
We had the best treat of the day, 
with Sergeant Scottie Frier who 
spoke on Blood Spatter Analysis.  

Yes, I will never look at CSI the same 
again.  Wow!! He was an excellent, 
interactive speaker.  He taught us 
how to examine all of the clues/facts 
of a crime scene. When the 1.5 hours 
were over, we knew that “blood 
exposed to the external environment 
as a result of trauma will behave in a 
consistent and predictable manner.”  
We were able to determine the 
location of person(s) or object(s) 
within a crime scene; movement of 
person(s) or objects(s) within a crime 
scene; area(s) of origin of bloodshed; 
type of weapon(s) used or force 
levels; minimum number of blows, 
shots or events; and if the suspect 
may be injured.  He used several 
members from the audiences; but, 
my favorite was Susan Turner who 
was the “other woman” who was 
killed by the husband because his 
wife wanted him to kill his lover.  Then 
we realized Susan Turner was “DRT” – 
Dead Right There.   He actually set up 
a crime corner and had us analyze 
what happened based on everything 
that we learned.  He was by far the 
best session because he made 
learning this information fun, he had a 
great presentation, as the attendees 
said, he was “fabulous,” excellent,” 
and “totally unbelievably awesome.”  
Even after 1.5 hours, some didn’t think 
he had enough time.   
 
Saturday evening was filled with 
historical carriage mule-driven tours 
and ghost tours which had great 
ghost stories.  Our tour guide was a 
law student and one person in my 
group mentioned if he didn’t make it 
into law, he had a future in acting.  
He was great!   
 
We ended the conference with 
Sunday morning breakfast and our 
very own President Mary Jo Denman 
giving an update on the Online 
Community, Project Easy, the Tool 
Kits, and Buffalo.  Our final speaker, 
David Fedor, had some very 
motivational ideas, good quotes and 
let us know to “act as if it were 
impossible to fail.”   
 
We went straight into Town Hall where 
we discussed where we would have 
our 2006 Conference (Mobile, AL), 
among other things.  We ended the 
conference on a high note.   
 
In the midst of everything, I believe 
the conference ran like clockwork. 
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Message from NALS . . .  

Everyone at NALS wants to send our prayers and support to those affected by 
Hurricane Katrina.  We know we have members that are from the areas that have 
been hit so hard.  We have heard from a few of our members, but certainly not all of 
them.  We are getting calls here at the Resource  Center from our members in other 
parts of the country who want to help their  NALS  friends.  We would like to encourage 
each of you to utilize the NALS Online Community to post your thoughts, concerns, 
and offers of assistance.  In addition, if our members in the affected areas can let us 
know  what your situations  are,  what your needs are, and how we can help you, 
please contact the Resource Center and let us know.  We continue to pray for your 
safety.  Please use the Online Community to communicate:  

http://www.nals.invisionzone.com/forums/ 

 
 

 

Message from Erica Thornburg, ALS, BLSA Communications Chair . . . 
I thought the NALS and AALS members would like to have a report regarding Katrina's 
wrath upon Alabama. 

I have now spoken with all members or received information regarding them that 
everyone in Alabama is okay.  Some damage to properties but no one is hurt.  Mobile 
is still flooded but there is hope that they will be able to return to work tomorrow or the 
next day.  Power is still out to the majority of members.  Cell phones are working some 
times.  Land lines are not working.   

Baldwin County has received some damage but not as bad as before.  Some people 
have gotten power, some not. 

Birmingham received some damaging rain and winds.  Many are without power still. 

I do have to relay some unhappy information regarding Babs DeKeyser.  Her father 
passed away after a long fight with cancer on Monday.  Anyone wishing to send 
cards to Babs can send them to her home address of  412 Gordon Wood Court, 
Mobile, AL 36606. Please keep Babs and her family in your thoughts and prayers.  The 
wake will be Sunday evening 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. at Radney Funeral Home (251) 479-
4547, 3155 Dauphin Street, Mobile, AL 36606.  The funeral will be Monday, 10:00 a.m. 
Little Flowers Catholic Church, 2053 Government Street, Mobile, AL 36606. 

Please keep everyone in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida in your thoughts 
and prayers. 

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing! 
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WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 
 
Question #1: There are four primary generations: 
A - Mature Adults or the Silent Generation born before 1946  
B - Baby Boomers born between 1946-1964  
C - Generation X born between 1965-1976  
D - Generation Y born between 1977-1995  
Which generation are you a part of (please answer A, B, C, or D)?  
 
Question #2: Each generation has different degrees of willingness to volunteer, motivation to 
volunteer, and preferred time commitments. What can NALS do to get YOU to volunteer and become 
more involved on the local, state or national levels?  
 
Question #3:  With respect to current programs and services, do you feel the current programs meet 
your needs, or are there any changes you would like to see NALS implement? Please answer 
ADEQUATE or NOT ADEQUATE.  
 
Question #4: If you answered NOT ADEQUATE to question 3, please tell us what types of programs and 
services you wish NALS offered that are not currently being offered (please be specific)? 
 

Go to http://www.nals.org/scan/ and voice your opinion. 
Everyone who participates will be entered to win a NALS Leather Portfolio! 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO KRISTI SKIPPER, PLS FROM MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 
SHE WAS THE WINNER OF SCAN #1, VOICE YOUR OPINION AND 

YOU COULD BE THE WINNER FOR SCAN #2 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
This is really away from the subject; but, I wanted to share a website with 
each of you.  This is a site where you can discover the hidden meaning in 
your name.  Yes, I know it sounds impossible; but, the following is what they 
said about my name and it does seem to be pretty close to my personality.  
Interesting.   

 
http://www.bostonuk.com/names/default.asp 

 
You are a deep thinker and student of life using your intuition 
and natural detective ability to seek truth and hidden 
knowledge. Peaceloving and compassionate you are 
nonetheless strong-willed and courageous in confronting 
challenges. Although your approach to life tends to be on a 
mental level it is important for you to see your ideas and 
concepts take form in the material world. Your talents and 
leadership skills give you great potential for a distinguished 
career. 
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Are You Ready for 
Buffalo(Niagara Falls), NY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2005 NALS National Forum and Education Conference will be held October 20-23, 2005 at 
the Adams Mark, in Buffalo (Niagara Falls) New York. Room rates are $105 single/double.  
Don't wait until the last minute - call 1-800-444-2326 to make your 2005 reservations rooms 
are filling fast.  The following is the outline of the conference fees; but, you can go to 
http://www.nals.org/conferences/nationalforum/regis.html for registration form. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER, COME JOIN US IN BUFFALO!!! 

Madam Presidents for State and Local . . . 
 

If you are the president for one of the following 
chapters please take time to update your rosters at 
www.nals.org/membership/officerrosterform.html 

 
 

NALS of Georgia 
Cobb County LSA 

NALS of CSRA 
Wilson County LP 

The following Region 4 members have been 
nominated for the 2006-2007 Region 4 Director 
position.  Just because they have been 
nominated, does not mean that they will 
accept; but, this these are the individuals you 
should begin to consider for you next Region 4 
Director: 
 

Miche Boles, PP, PLS – Georgia 
Tina Boone, PLS – Tennessee 
Marva Dean Little, PP, PLS – Alabama 
Nancy Mikacevich, PLS – Georgia 
Naomi W. Nation, PP, PLS – South Carolina 
Chrisanne T. Porter, PLS – South Carolina 
Roxanne Reynolds, PLS – South Carolina 

 
Please consider each one carefully and not 
just because they are from your state. I 
encourage each of you to make an informed 
decision when voting because each of these 
individuals are worth your careful 
consideration.   
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� Mary Alice Bancroft  (mab@mmmlaw.com) 
NALS of Atlanta 

� Stacie M. Bishop  (scfcinderella@aol.com)  
NALS of Central Florida 

� Brandy Brown (brandyb@lpclaw.com) 
Mobile LSA, AL 

� Cecile Campbell 
(ccampbell@mmmlaw.com) 
NALS of Atlanta 

� Tiffany Davis (dawn12304@frontiernet.net) 
Tennessee Member at Large 

� Donna L. Fuller (dfuller@mmmlaw.com) 
NALS of Atlanta 

� Tasha Jones (txj@mmmlaw.com) 
NALS of Atlanta 

� Janine Stith Lattimer 
(jlattimer@mmmlaw.com) 
NALS of Atlanta 

� Teresa F. Lavvorn  (tfl@mmmlaw.com) 
NALS of Atlanta 

� Monica Lefler   
Tennessee Member at Large 

NALS Total membership as of May 5 was 4705.  Of this total, the following are  
Region 4’s membership breakdown: 
 

ALABAMA:  332 Members with 72.57% retention 
FLORIDA:   49 Members with 68.29% retention 
GEORGIA:  147 Members with 70.78% retention 
NORTH CAROLINA: 12 Members with 70.00% retention 
SOUTH CAROLINA: 113 Members with 76.07% retention 
TENNESSEE:  125 1`Members with 86.75% retention 

 
 Total Members 2004-2005 were 755 
 YTD Members 2005-2006 are 779 
 
 

� Priscilla C. McKinnie (pmckinnie@adelphia.net) 
NALS of Atlanta 

� Jacqueline Morell  (jmorell@hbss.net) 
NALS of Atlanta 

� Vicki H. Morrison (vicki_morrison@ASEA.org) 
MALS, AL 

� Susan C. Nelson (susnelson@bellsouth.net) 
Mobile LSA, AL 

� Anika Porter  (nikapoo@bellsouth.net) 
NALS of Atlanta 

� Elaine Samples (ges@mmmlaw.com) 
NALS of Atlanta 

� Darlene Sanders  (dsanders@southernco.com) 
BLSA, AL 

� Amy Sudduth (as@mmmlaw.com) 
NALS of Atlanta 

WWeellccoommee  OOuurr  NNeeww  MMeemmbbeerrss  



 

“Dedicated to enhancing the competencies and  
contribution of members in the legal services profession” 

 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Getting to Know Your New Members: 
Every month I send out welcome letters, the current Region 4 Cognizant and a new member  

profile to new members of Region 4.  The following are our current members who returned their profile. 
 
Theresa D. Estopare, Burch, Porter & Johnson, PLLC, 130 N. Court, Avenue, Memphis, TN 38103 
theresa_estopare@yahoo.com or testopare@bpjlaw.com, 901-524-5141 (work), 901-524-5024 (fax) 
 
Theresa was born on April 21 and she works at the law firm of Burch, Porter & Johnson in their transaction 
law department.  She recently moved back home after spending 14 years in Virginia.  She’s married and 
have two wonderful sons.  
 
 
Mary T. B. Jeffrey, Burch, Porter & Johnson, PLLC, 130 N. Court, Avenue, Memphis, TN 38103 
mjeffrey@bpjlaw.com, 901-524-5175 (work), 901-524-5024 (fax) 
 
Mary was born on December 5 and she works at the law firm of Burch, Porter & Johnson with attorneys 
practicing tax/probate and corporate law.   Mary has been a professional legal secretary since 1980 after 
leaving an administrative civil service position to work from her home.  She needed to be home with her 
three middle school-aged children.  From there she returned to work full-time in various Los Angeles 
County law firms.  She enjoys her family most of all; but, loves working as a legal secretary and the wealth 
of experience and enlightenment she has received from her work with lawyers.    
 
 
Tiffany McGowan, William Holley III, 299 Alexander Street, Marietta, GA 30060 
Mustangt75@aol.com, 770-422-3131 (work), 770-427-6332 (fax) 
 
Tiffany was born on May 31 and she currently works at the law offices of William Holley III doing criminal, 
domestic,  and personal injury work.  She came to work with Mr. Holley straight out of High School and has 
worked for him for last five years.  She is currently in the paralegal certification program at KSU and will be 
graduating this year.   
 
 
Theresa Mosely, Ball, Ball, Matthews & Novak, P.A., One Timber Way, Suite 200, Spanish Fort, AL 36527 
TMosley@ball-ball.com, 251-621-7680 (work), 251-621-7681 (fax) 
 
Theresa was born July 11 and she currently works at the law firm of Ball, Ball, Matthews & Novak with 
attorneys practicing insurance defense law.  She is a Certified Legal Secretary and working towards her 
paralegal certification.   
 
 
Brad H. Wilson, The Norcross Group, a computer forensics and e-Discovery company.  
Brad.Wilson@NorcrossGroup.com, 770-242-6687 (work), 770-446-9777 (fax) 
 
Brad was born on January 7 and currently works at the Norcross Group. His activities outside of work 
includes coaching his son’s little league teams (football, baseball and basketball) and enjoys many 
varieties of red wine.  
  

Theresa E., Mary, Tiffany, Theresa M., and Brad 
Region 4 welcomes each of you into the wonderful fold of “sisters and brothers-in-laws. 












